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Importance of lowland heathland

ÅBiodiversity

ÅCultural

ÅRecreation

ÅTourism
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ÅMaintain the extent;

ÅMaintain the area in 

favourable condition;

ÅImprove condition on 

sites in unfavourable 

condition;

ÅIncrease the extent by 

7,600 ha by 2015;

ÅIncrease the number of 

patches >30 ha from 10% 

to 50% by 2030.
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The Project Objectives

ÅImportance of heathland soil features and their 

archaeological interest; 

ÅBenefits vs. problems of various methods of soil 

preparation for heathland restoration and/or re-

creation; 

ÅLiterature review, questionnaire and case 

studies

ÅBest practice guidance
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2004

Soils and soil conservation
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Heathland soils

Relatively undisturbed

Extensive management

Structure & chemical 

properties

Habitat for rare/characteristic 

heathland species
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Threats to heathland soils

Trampling and recreational 

pressure

Atmospheric pollution

Restoration - changes to 

chemistry or structure
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Å Damage to artefact scatter 

ïby removing topsoil

ïTrees/scrub/bracken roots

Å Upstanding structures

ïSoil inversion

ïArea surrounding barrows, 

etc

Å Land use signs

ïPlough ridge and furrow

Threats to archaeology on heaths
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Threats to soils on heaths

Harbottle Hill, Co Durham

Kielderhead

Looking beneath the 

surface


